Walk Oakland Bike Oakland – Go Oakland!     Sample Fundraising Letter 

Insert appropriate text where highlighted in yellow 

Dear friend, family, neighbors or colleague, 

I’m writing to let you know about an important commitment I have made and to ask for your financial support.  

·   In March, I will run the Oakland marathon or half marathon

·   In May, I will bike the Grizzly Peak Century

That’s right! It’s quite a challenge and I’m training to get in shape for this big event, but I’m also doing it for a cause. 
I’m raising donations for a nonprofit that means a lot to me called Walk Oakland Bike Oakland (WOBO) through their Go Oakland! fundraising program. The money I raise through sponsorships from friends and family like you will be used to make Oakland a safer, and more fun place to walk and bike.  
I care a lot about making my community more sustainable and a better place to live and WOBO is doing just that.  WOBO is a scrappy and effective organization that has already racked up a lot of successes for an all-volunteer organization founded in a living room in 2006.  Check out the attached list of accomplishments and press clippings.
WOBO is winning new bike lanes and paths to connect our neighborhoods and more crosswalks, lights, and signs that will make it safer for Oakland’s children to cross the street on their way to school.   WOBO puts together fun events like bike-in movie nights, Women of WOBO Rides, and a fantastic celebration of active living on Oakland’s streets—Oaklavía—that was attended by over 4,000 folks last year.  WOBO is prioritizing complete bikeway corridor campaigns throughout the city and pushing for policies that streamline and expedite pedestrian improvements.
WOBO is working to give Oakland’s families better access to parks, shopping, jobs and services close to home - and enjoyable ways to get there by walking and biking in our neighborhoods.  But Oakland has a long way to go.  We need engaged community groups like WOBO to make it happen.
Thanks for your interest. My goal is to raise $1,500 and I can’t do that without your support.   Will you please help me reach my fundraising goal by making a tax-deductible donation, either online or through the mail?  I look forward to hearing from you. 

With heartfelt thanks, 

Your Name

Don’t forget to customize the letter with some personal notes to each person you send it to!


















